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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a large magnetic 
resistance drop by making a magnetic thin film head have 
a magnetic resistance element part between an upper 
shield part and a tower shield part and allowing the 
magnetic resistance element part to be joined to the 
upper and lower shield parts by conductor layers. 

SOLUTION: The MR element part 5 in a shield gap 7 is 
sandwiched between an upper shield part 3 and a lower 
shield part 6 by interposing conductor through layers 
10a, 10b. The upper and lower shield parts 3, 6 function 
also as lead parts for supplying a sense current to the 
MR element part 5. In the part of the upper and lower 
shield parts where the MR element part 5 in the shield 
gap 7 of magnetic material having electrical 
conductivity is not arranged, an insulating layer 8 is 
formed. Then, in a thin film magnetic head 100, the 
sense current is made to flow in a direction 
perpendicular to the film surface of the thin film 
shaped MR element part 5. 
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